THE HUNDRED-HEADED HYDRA
or miss one single movement, one word, one change of
countenance. Eager, respectful, attentive, the Cardinal
seemed to be there for the sole purpose of watching over the
Queen and making the journey pleasant for her. Occasion-
ally the King would send him a letter, expressing, in terms
more or less veiled, his sympathy. At the end of October
they had an interview, in the course of which Louis xm
disclosed to his minister 'all the most diabolical things
which the Queen-Mother had said against him, and the
expedients she devised to make him believe them.5 This
brief conversation put the Cardinal's mind at ease: he
felt that he could always be sure of the King's attachment,
and that his enemies were further from victory than they
imagined.
By the beginning of November, all the actors in this
widespread plot were in Paris. The Queen-Mother
occupied her town mansion, the Luxembourg; the King,
driven from the Louvre by the works which were going on
there, was installed in the Hotel des Ambassadeurs in the
Rue de Tournon; and Richelieu was lodged in the Petit
Luxembourg, the property which he owned in the Rue de
Vaugirard. Marie de Medici made a supreme eifort in
her desire to disgrace the Cardinal. Every morning
Louis went to see his mother, \vith the customary deference
which he always displayed towards her. This respect was
not mere affectation, but a true fondness, subdued by
reason, nourished by a compelling instinct. On this
tenderness the Queen-Mother played, seeking to move
her son by touching his heart. And it was precisely this
which perturbed Richelieu: an acquiescence forced from
weakness and filial love! He could not allow himself to be
struck down without a struggle. And since he was not
invited to defend himself, since he was the culprit at these